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World Domination

THIS
WAYTO CPA

You don’t often hear

I WANT TO BE A CPA
WHEN I GROW UP.
But kids aren't very smart.
Not to knock our nation’s youth. Far from it.
But the truth, as you've noticed, is that growing

up helps you make some more enlightened
choices about potential careers.

This book, Volume 2 in our series,
is all about helping you along the path to one

such enlightened choice: a career as a CPA.
From here to world domination in

just four easy steps. Let’s get started.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Proclaim Greatness

pg. 6

Getting started in the profession

Prove Worth

THE FUTURE CPA'S

GUIDE TO WORK
And

World Domination

pg. 20

Establishing the fact that you’re indispensable

Select Perks

pg. 34

Relishing all that CPA-hood has to offer

Conquer Globe

pg. 48

Casting your gaze to new challenges

GLORY AWAITS

CHAPTER

ONE

Proclaim Greatness
Interviewing. Interning.
Internalizing every good thing
ever said about you.
This is going to be fun.
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ME EQUALS AWESOME.

DIG IN

Comment or not? It’s up to you.

Use your best judgment, but don’t

feign interest if it’s not there.

If you’re not five minutes early,
you’re late.

Ensure your resume doesn’t end up
here. Check your spelling, check
your spacing and proof, proof, proof.

Being under the spotlight make

ya nervous? Practice answering

common interview questions—
even if it’s only to your pup.

How many offices do you have?”

None that you’ll be working in if you
ask questions that could’ve been

Sweat-o-Meter

answered on the company’s website.

There are a lot of things
to be in an interview.
Unprepared isn’t one of them.

Let’s face it-interviews can be, well,
intimidating. So take a cue from these
time-tested tips and hopefully you’ll rest
a little easier the night before. And after.

Ring of Hire

Stages of Panic

Leave the acronyms and emoticons
to the teeny boppers.

OMG. LOL. ;-) BRB... Sure it's shorthand, but in the

Say goodbye to

real world it’s, IDK, unprofessional. Also, be careful

sassygirl@ smileyface.co,

trying to convey humor or sarcasm through text as
it can get lost in translation.

And hello to prepping and polishing your

digital persona.

Don't befriend superiors

on Facebook.
And think thrice about befriending

coworkers. But assume they're all

omniscient and can see everything
you post regardless.

___
Change your handle,

change your prospects.

Tweet Content, not Conjecture.

Ditch the email addy you've had

Be the smarty serving up great articles

since middle school and select one

and links as opposed to the jerk with the

worthy of a job that offers direct

irrelevant commentary on irreverent topics.

Double check yourself before

deposit and a 401k.

Put in—person people before

you wreck yourself.

the virtual ones.
As damnyouautocorrect.com has taught us,

rereading content (and who all it's going to)

before you click 'send' is über crucial. After
all, your rep is on the line.

Avoid digital distractions—everything

from email to Angry Birds—during

meetings. You’ll get more out of them
and offend fewer people.

"AND THEN
SOMETHING
MAGIC
HAPPENS!"
IS NOT A PLAN.

A MAGIC TRICK TO
MASTER IN JUST MINUTES
First, pick a three-digit number. (Any three-digit
number will do as long as it's not the same number
when written in reverse.) Write it down.

Now write it backwards.
Next, subtract the smaller number from the bigger of
the two number sets.

Then take your resulting number, and write it down
in reverse order.
Lastly, add those two numbers.

When trying to land your first job and get started down the CPA career path of
your dreams, there's a lot to consider. What's most important to you? Geography,

OK. Now for the big ta-da! Fold up the corner of this
page along the dotted line and—voilà!—
your number is revealed.

salary, industry? Is public or business accounting more appealing? Do you want
to be a small fish in a big pond or a big fish in a small pond?

Figuring all those things out, not to mention how to get from point A to point B

Now that you know these

once you've done that, takes some pretty intensive planning. But sometimes a

easy steps, you can amaze and

touch of magic is just what you need—like when you want to take a quick break

bewilder unsuspecting bystanders

from all those life-propelling preparations.

everywhere with your numerical

supremacy. Shazam!

So go ahead and indulge in a healthy dose of guilt-free mathemagic!

YOU'RE AN INTERN.

SMILE LIKE YOU MEAN it

Are you an Office Ace or Facebooking Slacker? Take this quiz and find out.

1. You just bumped into one of the partners in the hallway and introduced yourself. Nice.
But now she’s heading back to her office, and you already forgot her name. What now?

A. Speed back to your desk and scour the company directory, or quietly ask another intern.
B. Flag her down and admit your mistake.
C. Duck into the bathroom and plan to avoid her from now on.
2. Your supervisor: “Do you have time to file these client records? Oh, and we need
photocopies of each page for off-site storage." You:
A. “Not sure. I’m working on this other stuff already; are these records more important?”
B. “Not a problem.”
C. “Eh, I’m pretty busy already."

3. No matter how many times you reread the materials, these project deliverables make
no sense at all. The deadline is Thursday. Panic is setting in. What comes next?

A. I pay a visit to the person who assigned me this. She’s smart; let’s *hope* she’s also up
for clarifying things.
B. I ask my friend who’s interning in another department. He’s smart; he’s *gotta* be able
to sort through this.
C. I make an educated guess on the stuff I don’t understand and move on. I’m smart;
I’m *bound*to get close.
Answer Key:

1089

2 points for every A

5-6
POINTS

You're solid. Internship?

3-4
POINTS

The top-intern mojo lies within

You're on track for Partnership.

you. Remember that it's okay to

ask questions and you'll be fine.

1 point for every B
Cs get you nothing

0-2
POINTS

How are your lawn-mowing skills?

15

REFERENCES

WHAT'S THE
MOST IMPORTANT:
REFERENCES?
QUALIFICATIONS?
GPA?

ONLINE
RECOMMENDATIONS

OEGREE(S)
HELD

GPA
INTERVIEW
SKILLS

It all matters. Some things
more than others, as you’ll
see. But, like with most parts of life,
if you get the big things right, the rest
will kind of work itself out.

YES.

16

ALMA
MATER

DRYNESS OF
HANDSHAKE
BREATH

FALL VICTIM

to the.

THEHALF-N-HALF

LIMP HANDSHAKE
THE POLITICIAN

THE POLITICIAN

THE DEAL CLOSER

-

THE DEAL CLOSER

THE DEAL CLOSER

THE HIGH FIVE___________
The Society of

THE DAMP AND CLAMMY

The deal closer
THE BONECRUSHER

THE BONE CRUSHER
THE LIMP NOODLE

THE LIMP NOODLE

THE LIMP NOODLE

THE WATER-WELL PUMPER

19

Prove Worth
They Lucked out when
they found you. Now it’s
time they realized their
good fortune.

20

MULTI -TASCOPUS

PRESSURE’S ON >

Don’t be
afraid of the
real world.
co
It
mes with a lot of free donuts.

MASTERING THE ART OF SNAGGING OFFICE GOODIES:

1 Make friends with the office manager.
2 Eat lunch later. Three words: Lunch. Meeting. Leftovers.
3 Befriend someone with a direct view of the kitchen.

4 Keep that positive munchie karma flowing. Give and
ye shall receive.
5 Stay on top of your IM and inbox. After all, when it
comes to office food—you snooze, you lose.

23.

Experience

What you get while waiting to get jobs requiring Experience.

patience
24

Gentlemen,
I like turtles

REMEMBER:
when breaking a meeting-long silence,

don’t say:

don’t say:

don’t say:

“I hate that idea. ”

“Uh, what?”

“That’s ridiculous. ”

*

*

IT BETTER BE GOOD.

do say:

do say:

do say:

“Really? That’s

Trust us. You want to speak up early and often. Here’s how to

“That could work,
and also...”

“Forgive me, but could
we go back over that

interesting; my

last point?”

experience has been

interject tactfully-before everyone’s stacking papers and

headingfor the exits.

different. ”

OFFICE ;(1999)

THE SECRET OFMYSUCCESS (1987)
THE APARTMENT (1960)
Learn from your mistakes. Or better yet, someone else's.

9 TO 5 (1980)
BOILER ROOM (2000)
UP IN THE AIR (2009)

Get the skinny on what to do—and what not to doin the real world from these work-focused films.

WALL STREET (1987)
HORRIBLEBOSSES (2011)

GLENGARRY GLENROSS(1992)
JERRY MAGUIRE(1996)

ALL THE PRESIDENT'S MEN(1976)
28

Raw natural talent and expert
combine for one
training
shining moment ofglory.*

*Yes, tax accountancy is much like
being a champion thoroughbred. Do a stellar
job, and you'll be known around the office
as “The Tax Whisperer.”

Your advancement potential is inversely

“dude.”
HOW
TO

HOW
NOT
TO

proportional to your usage of the word
talk like a hopeless hipster
(or a mindless cog)

sound professional,
yet approachable

Greetings,

Bro!
Hit me upfor
those tix later,
k?-Will

I understandyou have
expressed interest in an
upcoming occurrence.
I have succeeded in
arranging entryfor us
and selected companions
for said occurrence. I hereby
request timely notification
ofyour/our requirements
regarding the relay ofall
necessary documentation.

- Regards, W. Thurston

The

No-fly
List

Hi Ryan,
I know we talked about going
to that event on Wednesday;
are you free this afternoon
to pick up your tickets? If so,
just drop by my desk.

Thanks,
Will

Holla

Peace out Homie

Potentialities
"At the end of the day”

Rightsized
Next-level
Leverage (as a verb)
Dope

Talk like this and you
could soon be

“pursuing other
opportunities.”

CHAPTER

THREE

Select Perks
You’re established as
a CPA and the business
world is your oyster.
Lets start shucking.

34

SHOOT FOR THE STARS

CPAS R GETTNG
S

NaTCHD

FASTR THN
N A

SCRBBLE

UP
VWLS

GmE
37

YOU COULD MAKE
A FORTUNE OFF

KOBE & VANESSA BRYANT
Married 10.5 years

Her expected settlement is around $75M.
And it's nothing but net.

ALONE.

KIM KARDASHIAN & KRIS HUMPHRIES

TIGER WOODS & ELIN NORDEGREN
Married 6 years

Married 72 days

He took the saying "Go get 'em, Tiger!"
a bit too far and it cost him $750M.

Etiquette tips from Kim:
Return the husband, keep the gifts.

(Yep, she gets part of his future earnings too.)

NAS & KELIS

KATY PERRY & RUSSELL BRAND

Married 3 years

Married 14 months

Sadly, hip hop isn't the only thing that’s dead.

ZOOEY DESCHANEL & BEN GIBBARD
Married 2 years

Death of the relationship between she and him.

HEIDI KLUM & SEAL
Married 7 years
One day you are in love.
And the next day you are out!

Maybe this is the wake-up call she needs
to go back to kissing girls.

Scott Mahler
1719 Revolution Lane
Durham, NC 27707

IT’S SPELLED

CPA
BUT IT'S
_
PRONOUNCED

clouT
seeing as you get to advise judges and CEOs and
industry moguls, in addition to doing stufflike
advising millionaires.

CONGRATULATIONS

Dear Freshly Minted CPA:
It is with extreme satisfaction that we congratulate you on earning the honor
of CPA, affirming your abilities in all matters of accountancy. It also pretty much
guarantees that nobody will ever doubt your fiscal skills.
As your career progresses, you may find helpful this simple Clout-culator for
determining the precise level of Clout you possess at any given moment.

May your score be perpetually rising.

(Years of Experience + # of Letters After Your Name)
x Sq. Ft. of Office
= Your Clout Score

ON YOUR ACHIEVEMENT

Sincerely,
and Honestly Pretty Impressed Already,

YOUR NAME HERE

Scott Mahler
Chancellor of Clout

41

IT’S FUN EARNING A
A LIVING CATCHING
OTHER PEOPLE'S
MISTAKES.

43

That bountiful bankroll m
eans C
P
A
sare m
ore likely to...

TRAVEL ABROAD

TAKE UP HOBBIES INVOLVING A SWORD

73%
35%

61%

HAVE A MAID

ATTEND EVENTS THAT REQUIRE A GOLF CLAP OR LARGE HAT

34%

48%

HAVE TRIED FOIE GRAS

ACTUALLY KNOW WHAT THE HECK FOIE GRAS IS

27%

--- ------ No back pockets, no purchase. Period.

Rivetinq Jean-

Buying Tips

Acid wash will never come back. Accept it.
Socks are like underwear—they should never be visible.
Minimize muffin top. Leave the ultra, ultra low rise on the rack.

FIND A

LIKE ANY

SPECIALTY

SUPERHERO

THAT SUITS YOU.

WOULD.

What? You don’t have adamantium
claws or a plasma cannon? That’s
okay. You can still fight for truth
and justice.

You’re in charge and allknowing. Investments,
budgets, forecasts ...you
get it all *and* how to
help clients get it too.

People, Profit, Planet.
They’re all crucial. Keep
all three in good shape,
and you’re the Swami of
Sustainability.

See to it that sticky
fingers get slammed in
the doors of justice.
Find financial wrongdoing,
testify in court, and help
clients stay fraud-proof.

Can company A buy company
B? Or should it be the
other way around? Set
everyone straight and
restore peace to the land.

Nothing runs without you.
IT folk are called to
test and evaluate clients’
systems to make sure
everything’s accurate
and secure.

Rich, poor, in between:
Everyone can benefit from
your wisdom. From reducing
debt to paying for college,
your word goes.

CHAPTER

FOUR

Conquer Globe

EYES ON THE PRIZE >

THERE'S
A CPA
BEHIND
EVERY
CUPCAKE
YOU EAT.
think about it.
50

From Crumbs in N.Y. to Sprinkles in L.A., cupcake
shops are popping up everywhere. But will they last?

Or are gourmet cupcakes the next Jamba Juice?
Nobody knows better than a CPA.

As ingredients go, marketing is as important
as flour and sugar. In Milling & Baking

News, the head of Duncan Hines said media
Crumbs’ "Baba Booey Colossal” is

chocolate cake filled with peanut butter
frosting, topped with peanut butter and

spending and consumer advertising were
the first things his company increases when

trying to revitalize a brand.

chocolate cream cheese frosting, then
rimmed with peanut butter chips.

42 bucks.

"The cupcake craze is getting crazier,” says

The NY Times. The nation’s largest gourmet

cupcake chain recently posted
some $31 million in annual revenue and

generated $2.5 million in earnings before
interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization.
Ready to launch your own baked-goods

empire? Don’t overlook costs like the
utilities to run your oven, or fuel and
vehicle usage for delivery. If you’re

planning for non-local business too,
factor in shipping rates and packing

materials. Oh, and hosting/design fees
for your website, of course.

According to Savings.com, the average
gourmet cupcake costs about $3.25, or
$36 per dozen. You can make your own
at home for roughly $5.58 per dozen,

or 47¢ each.

$80,000,000

WHY
IS THAT

COMPANY
WORTH

$80
MILLION?

BECAUSE
I SAID SO
CPA

$2,593,995

$1,901

$ 13,374,995
999

$400,995

Take this job and you could land in
Kuala Lumpur Or Kankakee.
Change your mind? The flight from Illinois to Malaysia is a mere 28 hours.

CPAs can work just about anywhere there's money—which is just
about anywhere. So ifyou find yourself in the Midwest with a
pang of regret, no problem. Just take a position in Southeast Asia
instead. Then do this:

1. Get a ride to O'Hare Airport. (LEX Lincolnland Express will
pick you up at the Kankakee Holiday Inn and get you to
International Terminal 5 in two hours, for twenty bucks.)
2. See the folks at Etihad Airways. Tell 'em we sent you.
3. During your layover in United Arab Emirates, take the perfect
opportunity for that Abu Dhabi helicopter tour you’ve been
talking about. Falcon Aviation Services will swoop you hither
and yon in a six-seater Eurocopter EC130 B4. Don't (well, do}
miss the 400-footflagpole on Marina Island.
4. Bingo—You're in Kuala Lumpur the day after tomorrow.

And then, friend, just think—you could
be getting your bearings in this bustling
metropolis of 6.5 million people by viewing
it from the observation deck of the Menan
KL Tower (far superior to the Petronas
Towers, say insiders). There’s a hop-on,
hop-off tourist bus that’ll get you pretty
close. Have yourself a blast.
Contact info for the US Embassy, just in case:
376, JI. Tun Razak, +60 3 2168 5000

Good to know:
Kuala Lumpur literally means
“muddy estuary" in Malay.

Kankakee
Public Library
[6 floors)

Petronas
Towers
(88 floors)

Atlas may have
carried the world
on his shoulders
but he got some
help from his CPA.
My nose itches.

ONCE YOU BECOME A TITAN
OF INDUSTRY, REMEMBER THE
LITTLE PEOPLE WHO HELPED
YOU ALONG THE WAY.
Small-but-Mighty
People

Tom Cruise
5'6”

Jermaine Dupri
5’3”

Prince
5’2”

Dolly Parton
5"

Danny DeVito
4’11”

Small-but-Mighty
Thank-Yous

Tom Thumb
3”

Heartfelt Thanks
Lovely Card
$0
$3.75

Fruit-of-the-Month
Box Seats
$250
$400

Tropical Vacation
Sports Car
$9,000
$100,000

Just .3% of Americans have a CPA

license.

60

Go ahead, feel special.

"Just imagine how special we'll be if we specialize!"

A CPA CAREER IS A LITTLE
LIKE A CHOOSE-YOUR-OUJNADUENTURE-BOOK, EXCEPT
IT'S NOT FOURTH GRADE, AND
THERE'S NO WEREWOLF.
Well, there you have it. CPAs lead lives filled

with power, intrigue, fiscal supremacy and
nearly endless options. So get out there and
go for it, scout. After all, once you’ve conquered

the exam, conquering the world will seem
like child’s play.

LOOKS LIKE YOU'VE REACHED THE END.

BUT REALLY IT'S ONLY THE BEGINNING.
A LIFE OF DISTINCTION AND THE TOOLS
TO GET YOU THERE AWAIT.

© 2012 American Institute of CPAs. For more inspiring CPA wisdom, visit ThisWayToCPA.com.

WAY

TO

THIS

ThisWayToCPA.com

AICPA

